A Secret History of Pain
Neurosupport hosted an important half-day conference on 15th June—on the subject of chronic pain and how it is treated.  Delegates came from all over the UK to hear experts in the field deliver a series of talks on this debilitating condition, and how the brain can be treated and used to alleviate the suffering of many thousands of people.

Professor Turo Nurmikko of Liverpool University and his research team came to general notice in January 2011 when their work was highlighted in a BBC 2 Horizon documentary ‘The Secret World of Pain’.  Their work with local artist Rebecca Key, who has suffered chronic pain since experiencing a stroke, showed how the science of neuromodulation is opening up new possibilities in treatment for chronic pain.

‘Chronic pain is pain which lasts for more than six months and, in many cases, sufferers can carry this pain for the greater part of their lives’ says Professor Nurmikko. ‘Our research is looking at the possibility that neuromodulation, or using powerful magnets as a means of “rewiring” certain areas of the brain, can offer positive outcomes for people for whom conventional treatments and therapies are proving ineffective.’
Rebecca Key, is a talented Liverpool-based artist who has seen her whole life and work turned upside down by chronic pain. ‘Since my stroke, the persistence of pain, in my left arm and down my left side—has had a great effect on me as an artist and person.  Professor Nurmikko’s work has given me hope that there is relief for me in the future. After my stroke Neurosupport really worked for me, offering advice and support.  I think it’s only fitting that this important conference is taking place with a charity and organisation that does so much fantastic work.’
Neurosupport is a unique Liverpool charity which offers all sorts of advice and information to people who experience neurological conditions and illnesses.  From it’s library of up to date neuro-information to it’s vocational services and support—Neurosupport is at the forefront of raising awareness of neurological conditions and the effects they have on all of us.  ‘Everyone knows someone who has a neurological condition’ says Neurosupport manager Maureen Kelly, ‘Whether it’s Epilepsy, Stroke, Alzheimer’s or Multiple Sclerosis—all our lives are touched by it.  And Neurosupport exists to help those who have these conditions.  We’re proud of our work and mission.’

A Secret History of Pain is just one of the many conferences and events Neurosupport holds on neurological themes.  If you would like to know more about our work go to www.neurosupport.org.uk or ring us on 0151 298 2999

For more about artist Rebecca Key go to www.re-title.com/artists/rebecca-key 
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